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ORIGIN AND EVOLUTION
OF RELIGION

CHAPTER I

DEFINITIONS OF RELIGION. THE DAWN OF
RELIGIOUS IDEAS

THE first Thought and Question is: What is Religion ?

There are many definitions as well as different phases,
and it would be as well to begin with a few examples :

1. ““ A belief binding the spiritual nature of man to a
Superhuman Being on Whom he is conscious that he is
dependent ; also the practice that springs out of the
recognition of such relation, including the personal life
" and experience, the doctrine, the duties, and the rites
founded on it.”—Standard Dictionary.

2. “Religion is man’s belief in a Being mightier than
himself and inaccessible to his senses, but not indifferent
to his sentiments and actions with the feelings and practice
which flow from such a belief.”"—Standard Dictionary.

Writers hitherto have given the different phases, or
forms, under a classification which omits the true interpre-
tation of the origin and evolution of religion.

~ They commence with the Anthropological as: (1) Anim-
ism, or Polydemonism. (2) Polytheism embracing
Therianthropism. (3) Nomistic religions, as Brahminism,
Confucianism, Zoroastrianism. (4) Individualistic religions,
~ as Buddhism, Mohammedanism, and Christianity.

They also class them Philosophically : (1) Antitheistic,
embracing Atheism, Agnosticism, Pantheism, Nature re-

ligions and Animism.
2




2 THE ORIGIN AND EVOLUTION

(2) Theistic, embracing Polytheism and Monotheism, or
Theism proper, including Theism, Mohammedanism, Juda-
ism, and Christianity, etc. It is my task to try and show
that all these various forms, and the different phases of
religion, originated from three sources, and that as man
advanced in evolution so his religious ideas became
more and more developed upon a higher plane; all was
at first depicted in Sign Language because primitive man
had not the words to express his ideas otherwise.

Nothing short of the remotest beginnings could

“sufficiently instruct us concerning the origin of religious
rites, dogmas, and doctrines that still dominate the minds
of men without being understood.

One has to go back and study the menfal evolution
that has taken place in the human race pari passu with
the physical, and show that the mode in which primi-
tive man attained expression, in terms of external
phenomena, by a process as purely scientific as the origin,
was simply nature governed by the Periodic Laws ; then
we can understand why mankind should come to worship
a divine being alleged to divide all things into three
as'a mode of representing its own triune nature.

~ The earliest forms of religion can only be found when
~we study the Anthropological Ethnology of earliest man.

The Gﬁering Propitiation to the elemental powers was
the first origin of religion—by the Pygmies, first of the
human race, born in Africa.

- The earliest mode of worship recognizable was of three
kinds : (1) Propitiation of the Superhuman Powers. The
power was of necessity elemental, a power that was
objectified by means of the living type ; and of necessity
the object of propitiation, invocation, and solicitation
was the power itself, and not the types by which it was
‘1maged in the language of Signs. If we use the term
“ worship,”” it was the propitiation of the power in the

~ thunder or storm, not the thunder or storm itself.

~ Primitive man had observed the various powers and

 attributes of the forces of nature—water flowing, trees

_growing, da:kness light, thunder, storms, etc.—and from
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these powers of nature man would imbibe his Spiritual
ideas, and so lay the primary foundation of the later
myths. FEach at first was given, and recognized by, a
Sign and Symbol ; afterwards a name would be attached
to or connected with each power or attribute—one greater
than all would become “The One” Great Power or
Spirit, and others would become attached as attributes
or powers of The One.

(2) The propitiation of the Spivits of the Awncestors,
which has been called Ancestral worship. ‘

This was the dawn of true religion, because :

Religion proper commences with and must include
the idea or desire for another life. The belief in another
life is founded on the Resurrection of the Spirit. The belief
in the resurrection of the Spirit was founded upon the
faculties of abnormal seership, which led to Ancestor
Worship in all lands at one time. It was a worship, or
propitiation, of the Ancestor Spirits, not the body Corpus
which died and disintegrated, but the human soul emerging
alive, in the likeness of the man, out of the body of dead
matter. The Corpus could not, and never did, come
back, or make its appearance again in any form but the
‘ Spiritual body "’ of pure Corpuscles which arose out
of the dead body, and was visible to seers. It was for
this reason that man was so sure of an after life, and
upon this religion was founded. If man had not seen
any ghosts, there never would have been any religion.
Unfortunately, the present “ wise men’ have made a
great mistake, which primitive man did not. The later
homo has mixed up the “ elemental powers” with the
““ human Ancestors.” The former never had been men
or women, the latter had ; and this is where the Hindu,
Christian, and others have gone wrong in their doctrines,
not knowing the true gnosis or origin of these religious
doctrines. There could be no transmigration of Souls
from elemental powers which were not nor ever had been
hyyman. : o

The ‘“ Anima ”’ signifies one of the seven elemental
souls, but does not comprehend the group. :







